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Netcong, NJ -   $15,000 to Netcong School from Technology Fundraiser  

 

It just takes ONE person to have an idea to help kids….That is exactly what happened when Mrs. Bernadette 

Dalesandro, Netcong Board of Education Member, had an idea for a technology fundraiser to support students 

at Netcong Elementary School last year.  

 

The great idea continued this March 4, 2017, for the 2nd Annual St. Patrick’s Day Dinner “Italian Style” was 

held at the Knights of Columbus in Netcong, NJ. Dalesandro solicited any and all volunteers and worked 

collaboratively with the Netcong Educational Foundation (NEF). She asked NEF Officer, Robert Hathaway, 

Town Councilman to assist her efforts. Hathaway is also a member of the Netcong-Stanhope Rotary and 

reached out to his members for their support. The Rotary infused the ideas of Irish Step Dancers and Bagpipers 

for entertainment, as well as a small tricky tray. Burrini’s Olde World Market provided the delicious catered 

meal and the NEF utilized their gaming license to also have a 50/50 raffle.  

 

Overall, the event raised $15,000. Watch out for next year’s event in March 2018. 
 

“The amount of time, energy, and commitment that went into the planning and implementation of this event 

was unbelievable. It started with the vision of Mrs. Dalesandro. Then, the NEF and Rotary, along with many 

other organizations and individuals, rolled up their sleeves to help make this event a reality and now – a 

Netcong tradition. As I have said in the past, Netcong is a special town with a family atmosphere; the success of 

this event proves that our school and community connection is one-of-a-kind. Now with this money we will 

purchase Google Chromebooks for Grade 1. Without the money raised from this fundraiser, we would not be 

able to provide the most current forms of educational technology; our budget is simply too small.” says Dr. 

Gina Cinotti, Chief School Administrator.  

 

Part of the initiative was to have student and staff incentives to sell raffle books and dinner tickets: 

1. The top two families that sold the most raffle tickets would EACH win a Google Chromebook. 

2. For every book of raffle tickets sold per family, their name would be entered in a drawing to win two  

            more  Chromebooks.  

3. For every class that sold the most raffle tickets, they will get a pizza party at lunch.  

 

At a schoolwide assembly on March 24, 2017, the NEF presented the prizes as follows: 

First Place for Ticket Sales  Max Hathaway, Grade  

Second Place for Ticket Sales  Cora Almendinger, Grade 2 

Drawing Winner #1   Tyler Seibert, Grade 4 

Drawing Winner #2   Mia (Grade 7), Gianna (Grade 4), & Danny (Grade 2) Santana 

First Place for Class Ticket Sales Mr. DeKleine’s Grade 1  

Second Place for Class Ticket Sales Mrs. Arbolino’s Grade 4 & Ms. Lisk’s Grade 2 
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Pictured left to right: Mia, Gianna, and Danny Santana, Tyler Seibert, Max Hathaway, Cora Almedinger. 
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